I do not believe maximizing profits for the investors is the only acceptable justification for all corporate actions. The investors are not the only people who matter. Corporations can exist for purposes other than simply maximizing profits.
John Mackey, CEO: Whole Foods

The growth of a large business is merely a survival of the fittest... The American beauty rose can be produced in the splendour and fragrance which bring cheer to its beholder only by sacrificing the early buds which grow up around it. - John D Rockefeller
After viewing the documentary on Wal-Mart, complete the following:

Write a thoughtful essay addressing the following tasks:

1) Choose two issues discussed in the film and for each (Paragraphs II, III)
a) Summarize the issue

b) Explain the both sides of the issue (Wal-Mart and the people)

c) Explain which side of the issue you side with

2) Explain your opinion of the role of business in the United States.  That is, to what extent should a business be responsible to the citizens of our country.  Review the list of issues---and use your knowledge as well as examples from the film.  (Paragraph IV).
Essay Format:

Paragraph I:  Introduction

Paragraph II: Issue # 1 (address a, b, c)

Paragraph III: Issue # 2 (address a, b, c)

Paragraph IV: Explain your opinion of the role of business in the U.S.

Paragraph V: Conclusion


Issues discussed in the film:
· Health Care

· Pay/Benefits

· Unions

· Environment

· Competition

· Government subsidies to attract Wal-Mart 

· Discrimination

· Working conditions in oversees factories
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As you view the documentary, take notes on these topics to prepare for the essay!








